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 Back along a country road in the 
southern part of Muhlenberg County, a 
cemetery sits where generations lived 
and died in that corner of the world. The 
names of three men who fought in the 
American Revolution are among those 
buried there. They were John Hunt, John 
Harper and David Engler.
 The three men had returned from the 
war and settled in Muhlenberg County, 
a few miles off what is now State Route 
949. They were buried there in Old He-
bron Cemetery.
 On a windy Saturday afternoon, mem-
bers of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Elizabeth Campbell 
Russell Chapter, gathered to honor those 
in the Old Hebron Cemetery with the 
posting of a new American flag. 
 Members of the Muhlenberg County 
High School’s JROTC raised the flag on 
Nov. 22 as descendants of Hunt, Harper 
and Engler watched it unfurl on the re-
mote hillside where their forefathers lie.
 DAR Regent Carol McClure dedicat-
ed the flag and flag committee member 
Jennifer McClellan Boggess said the 
benediction. The flag was donated to 
Boggess by Joe Roney.
 Next, members of the Col. Stephen 
Trigg Chapter of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution in Cadiz, honored 
the Revolutionary War patriots with 

a grave-marking ceremony. The men, 
wearing period uniforms, carried flags 
and marched solemnly.
 Biographies of Hunt, Harper and 
Engler were read by descendants of the 
three men.
 John Hunt made a settlement in the 
southeastern corner of the county, said 
his direct descendant Karon Mallory 
Brown. He was a soldier in the North 
Carolina Militia and lived from 1750 to 
1834. His wife was Charity Hunt, Brown 
said. 
 “Private Hunt was released from his 
service in October, 1780,” Brown said. 
“In the year 1806, the Hunt family relo-
cated to this place, in Muhlenberg Coun-
ty, and established the Hunt Settlement.”
 He acquired the large acreage for his 
service, she said.
 Brown is also a descendant of John 
Harper and grew up on 25 acres in the 
Hunt Settlement. “It’s a little bit close to 
my heart,” she said.
 John Harper lived from 1756 to 1834. 
He served in the First Pennsylvania Bat-
talion, according to his descendant Steve 
Mallory. Mallory is the SAR vice-pres-
ident and a descendant of all three men, 
he said.
 Harper fought two battles in Canada, 
Mallory said. 
 “The morning of December 26, 1776, 
at midnight... John Harper and over 
2,000 other patriots followed George 
Washington in a daring nighttime cross-

Descendants honor Hunt Settlement founders at Old Hebron Cemetery

ing of the Delaware River in small boats, 
in an event that has been immortalized 
in the Emanuel Gottlib Leutze paint-
ing, “Washington Crossing the Dela-
ware”.   
 “In 1814, John and Barbara Harper 
moved here, to Hunt Settlement, Ken-
tucky, together with all their children 
except their son, Lot,” Mallory said.
 David Engler most likely was injured 
only days after seeing battle for the first 
time, with the New Jersey Militia, said 
April Engler. She is his descendant and 
said he lived from 1750 or 1755 to 1823.

 His service was 14 days, she said. 
Her research leads her to believe he was 
injured during a battle shortly after being 
deployed.
 She said the Hunts, Englers and Harp-
ers all came to the United States from 
Switzerland, via England.
 She said she is the ninth generation 
descended from David Engler and the 
family has a rich tradition of oral history.
 Wreaths were then placed at the grave 
of each of the soldiers and granite mark-
ers indicate their service as Patriots of 
the American Revolution.

Members of the Col. Stephen Trigg Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion from Cadiz performed a grave-marking ceremony in Old Hebron Cemetery on 
Nov. 22. They marked the graves of three Revolutionary War soldiers who settled in 
southeastern Muhlenberg County. (Leader-News photos/Stacie Barton)

One of the members of SAR placed a wreath on the grave of John Hunt, in memory 
of the soldier who fought in the American Revolution.

Muhlenberg County High School JROTC members raised a new flag at the 
cemetery, donated by Joe Roney and the local DAR chapter.

SAR chapter 
vice-president 
Steve Mallory 

told the gathered 
crowd tales of his 
ancestors. He is a 
descendant of all 

three Revolutionary 
War soldiers buried 

at Old Hebron 
Cemetery on the 
Hunt Settlement. 

Young descendants Samantha, Kaitlyn and Briar Boggess hand out flags to 
attendees at the ceremony.
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